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Examiner Richard Crispino 

U.S. Patent And Trademark Office 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Re: 



U.S. Patent Application No. 10/001,494 
"ULTRASONICALLY ACTIVATED CONTINUOUS SUTTER 
APPARATUS AND METHOD" 
Our File No.: 12598US03 

Dear Examiner Crispino: 

The above-identified patent application was filed on October 31 , 2001 and included 
claims 1 -20. On January 3 1 , 2003, a Preliminary Amendment was filed that canceled claims 1 - 
20 and added new claims 21-43. A First Office Action was mailed by the PTO on April 9, 2003 
which wrongly identified the pending claims as 1 -20. After the Examiner was informed by 
Applicant, the Examiner issued a replacement Office Action that was mailed on June 19. 2003. 
The replacement Office Action withdrew the previous Office Action and provided a new 
statutory period for response, in the replacement Office Action, claims 21-39 were rejected 
under statutory double patenting. Claims 40-43 were rejected under non-statutoryjudicially 
created double-patenting. 

A response to the Office Action was filed on August 2 1 , 2003. The response included a 
Terminal Disclaimer with regard to the non-statutory double-patenting rejection and included an 
argument why the statutory double-patenting rejection should really be a non-statutory double 
patenting rejection and indicating the Applicant's willingness to file an additional Terminal 
Disclaimer in that regard. The basis for the Applicant's argument was that because the parent 
case claims recited "confectionery material" and the present claims recited "edible material", the 
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scope of the claims was not identical as required for a statutory double patenting rejection under 
MPEP §804 HA. No claims were amended. 

On or around February 24, 2004, an internal review at our firm of the PAIR data for the 
present application was conducted and it was noted that the PAIR data included an entry statmg 
"File Marked Lost" and did not include an entry indicating that the response to the last Office 
Action had been entered. On February 27, 2004, the Examiner was called to check on the status 
of the patent application. Apparently, the Examiner needed to request the file and it would 
require some weeks to get the file. Follow up voicemait messages did not yield any additional 
information. 

However, in a letter mailed April 13, 2004, the Examiner indicated that the previously 
filed response was "not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because: Applicant has not 
amended any of the claims nor has applicant provided any arguments to the rejection of June 1 9, 
2003." The action mailed April 1 3, 2004 is not completely clear, but appears to assert that the ' 
application will be abandoned unless "applicant coirects the deficiency and obtains an extension 
of time under 37 CFR 1 .136(a)." (ft is noted that the previous Office Action was mailed on June 
1 9, 2003 and that consequently the six-month maximum extension date was December 1 9, 2003 
- approximately 4 months before the mailing of the present action.) 

However, the mailing of April 1 3, 2004 was in error because the previously filed response 
addressed both of the rejections raised by the Examiner. When we contacted the Examiner in 
response to the letter, the Examiner indicated that she did not have a copy of our previous 
response. Consequently, a copy of the previous response was transmitted to her on April 21 , 
2004 - a copy of the PTO's auto-reply transmission is enclosed. As memorialized in my attached 
letter to the client of April 26, 2004, in response to our re-transmission of our previous response, 
the Examiner stated that the mailing of April 13, 2004 had been sent in error and that everything 
now looked good. 

However, after receiving no response from the Examiner for four months, we again 
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contacted the Examiner in August 2004. On August 1 6, 2004, the Examiner informed us that 
both our ongmal response of August 21, 2003 and our ^transmission of April 21, 2004 had 
been lost and requested that we re-transmit them to her, which we did on August 1 6, 2004 - a 
copy of the PTO's auto-reply transmission is enclosed. In response to our transmission, we were 
aga.n assured by the Examiner that the mailing of April 13, 2004 was in error and prosecution 
remained open. 

We again followed up with the Examiner on October 7, 2004, as memorialed in my 
attached letter to the client of October 8, 2004. The Examiner mentioned that she was having a 
problem obtaining the paper copy of the file and put us in touch with a Supervisor for the LiEs 
for the Art Group. Although the letter mentions that the Supervisor for the LIEs would shortly be 
calhng us back with further information, no further information was received and several 
voicemails were not answered. 

Thus, we were surprised to receive the Notice of Abandonment mailed by the PTO on 
December 22, 2004. The Notice of Abandonment states as the reason for abandonment 
"Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 1 3 April 2004." 
As recited in our attached letter of December 30, 2004 to the client, we proceeded to contact the 
Examiner again and, after discussing the matter in detail with the Examiner, including a review 
of the Office Action of June 1 9, 2003, our original reply of August 21, 2003, and the re- 
transmission of our original reply of April 21, 2004, we were informed by the Examiner that the 
Notice of Abandonment has been transmitted in error and that it would be withdrawn. 

In mid-April 2005 we had not received an official withdrawal of the Notice of 
Abandonment and consequently called the Examiner again. The Examiner was apologetic and 
mentioned that she would get it right out to us. 

In early October 2005, still not having received a withdrawal of the Notice of 
Abandonment, we called the Examiner again. As memorialized by the enclosed letter to the 
client of October 4, 2005, the Examiner imWd us that she had now apparently found one of 
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our previous filings and was re-considering the previous abandonment 

In mid-December 2005, we had not received the withdrawal of the Notice of 
Abandonment and again contacted the Examiner, we were again reassured that the application 
remamed pending and that the Notice of Abandonment was in error and would be withdrawn 
When wc did not receive anything by early February 2006, we contacted the Examiner 
agam and were placed in contact with you, Examiner Crispino. Our records indicate that we 
spoke with you on February 7, 2005, but that you needed to order the file. We are unaware if you 
received the file and we did not receive a follow-up communication from you. 

We again followed-up earlier this week and we thank you for year reply call earlier today 
As per your request, we drafted the present summary of activities for taxing to you and have 
moluded the attached documents. If there are any other documents that you need from our files 
we would be happy to provide those as well. 

In summary, from a review of the prosecution history, it appears that the response filed 
August 21, 2003 was proper and that the Notice of Abandonment of December 22. 2004 was 
transmitted in error. Further, it would appear that the present application includes allowable 
claims. If a further Terminal Disclaimer is needed, we would be happy to provide it. 

Please let me know how we should proceed from here. I would be happy to discuss the 
matter with you further or to provide any additional materials that you may need. 



Very truly yqurs, 




Joseph M. Barich 
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Dear Examine! Bhat, 

As per your phone call today, enclosed please find a copy of the response to office action 
that was filed August 21 , 2003 in response to the office action mailed June 1 9, 2003. The 
response includes a terminal disclaimer. 

As per my earlier voicemail, we have received a notice from the PTO mailed April 1 3, 
2004, that our reply was not fully responsive. I hope the enclosed copy of our previously filed 
response will satisfy you in that regard. 
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Ms. Jeannette Dido 
Masterfoods USA 
800 High Street 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 

Re: U.S. Patent Application 

"ULTRASONICALLY ACTIVATED CONTINUOUS SLITTER 
APPARATUS AND METHOD" 
Our File No.; 12598US03 
Your Ref. No. : MMM 503 USC2 



Dear Jeannette: 

We recently received the enclosed communication from the PTO which states (in error) 
that our previous reply of August 22, 2003 was not fully responsive to the Office Action. We 
investigated the case and the response and then teleconferenced with the Examiner. The 
Examiner had us fax another copy of our previous reply of August 22, 2003 directly to the 
Examiner for her review. The Examiner reviewed the new copy of our previous response, stated 
that the recently received detailed action had been sent in error and stated that everything now 
looked good. 

Reading between the lines, I note that this Examiner has just recently moved to the PTO's 
new facility and 1 have heard from other sources that many documents were misplaced during 
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the move. Although the Examiner did not admit it, it may be the case that the previously filed 
response was misplaced during the move to the new facility. 

If you have any questions or 1 can be of assistance in anyway, please contact me. 

Very truly yours, 




Joseph M. Barich 



JMB/syh 

cc: Robert R. Schroedcr 
William M. Wesley 



PAGE 10/17 ' RCVD AT 4/1 9/2006 11:19:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/10 1 DNIS:2731226 * CSID:3127079155 s DURATION (mm-ss):04-54 



FROM McANDREWS, HELD, & MALLOY 



(WED) 4. 19' 06 21:19/SHl:16/NO. 4861050470 P 11 




Auto-Reply Facsimile Transmission 



TO: 

Fax Information 
Date Received: 
Total Pages: 



Fax Sender at 3127079155 

8/16/2004 2:59:49 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 
30 (including cover page) 



ADVISORY: This is an automatically generated return receipt confirmation of the facsimile transmission received by 
the Office. Please check to make sure that the number of pages listed as received in Total Pages above matches 
what was intended to be sent. Applicants are advised to retain this receipt in the unlikely event that proof of this 
facsimile transmission is necessary. Applicants are also advised to use the certificate of facsimile transmission 
procedures sot forth in 37 CFR 1.8(a) and (b), 37 CFR 1.6(f). Trademark Applicants, also see the Trademark 
Manual of Examining Procedure (TMEP) section 306 etseq. 



Received 
Cover 
Page 



OiOM £ .6'i'4 I5 » :T ); JMW 48»K'5'K11 " 



McANDREWS, HELD & MALLOY, LTD. 



S00W.M*1om 
mq» riser 

r*n (HI) 771-1 Ltt 



I^M^CLOSED UATCWM. fc rW£NDED POft THE XfiOHZWT MAtfJD BELOW AVD. UfcLESS 
JJ^^ Y WI>lCATli>, tS CO^IDOSTIAL AKD Pll! YH_BG£D WTOJlHATION A*r 
W^EMflJ^ riON. P3TIUBOTTQK 0*. COPYING Qf THL £MCt.OSED MATERIALS Q PROHIBITED. ]f 
^^vt ims TRANSMISSION IX LMtOR. *UA5E NOTIfT US MMEDlAm> BY 
TKlEPHOMr. AT 01 J* £*PL*SE w DiSTROY THE hKOJJSED MATBUALi. YOU» 
COCPHUTtOfr'JS AFFRfiCUTCp. 



TO: 



Nina NMN~ Btuu 



FROM: JoStpfa M flarith 



DATE. Au*w*l Id, 2004 



TELECOPY NUMBER,- (571) 273-15*7 



CLIENT NUMBER: 



- liSttl'SW 



NUMBER OF AG£S (INCLUDING T\US TRANSMITTAL SU£ZT): » 



T>Cftr Examra=r R|»l, 

A» per ourifilecortfctta^BKliartDdiy, mclc^ pJCJW /Urf a COpy Of OCT Dfevtott rt- 

tr«*nMsio» on Apn'l Si, 2004 of ow pnvtoiMly fifed AwaWd of Augusx «. 2003. Aho 
Wlftscdi5icopyofiJ5«3DSf2ttlJu]j 

if you bavx ajiy qucnioDs or I cm be of further asstouce. pje«w contvct n* 
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McANDREWS, HELD & MALLOY, LTD. 

500 W. Madison 
34th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60661 
Pbooc: (312)775-8000 
Fax: (312)773-5100 



FAXCOWqffiqrttT 



? 1 2? ND£D THE Recipient Named below and. unless 

Dl£S,S2?^SS£ ^ 1C , ATED - 15 CONHDENTTAL AND PRIVILEGED INFORMATION. ANY 
DJSSEM^AIION ; WSJWBUTION OR COPYING OF THE ENCLOSED MATERIALS IS PROHIBITED. IF 
TP. 52? ™»|»AH»«MWH IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY 
TELEPHONE, AT OIJR EXPENSE AND DESTROY THE ENCLOSED MATERIALS YOUR 

COOPERATION IS APPRECIATED. 



TO: Nina NMN Bhat 


FROM: Joseph M. Barich 






DATE: August 16, 2004 







TELECOPY NUMBER. (571)273-1397 



CLIENT NUMBER: 1388 - 12598US03 



NUMBER OF PAGES (INCLUDING THIS TRANSMIT TAL SHEET): 30 
I>ear Examiner Bhat, 

As per our teleconference earlier today, enclosed please find a copy of our previous re* 
transmission on April 21, 2004 of our previously filed Amendment of August 21, 2003. Also 
enclosed is a copy of the IDS filed July 1, 2003. 



If you have any questions or I can he n f WW „„ 

PAGE 12/17 * RCVD AT 4/19/2006 1 1 :19:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] « SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2/1D * DNIS:2731226 * CSID:31 27079155 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-54 



FROM McANDREWS, HELD, & MALLOY 



t, 



(WED) 4. 19' 06 21 :20/ST.7Tl6/NO. 4861050470 P 13 



Law Offices 



SCOftCE P. MCANDREWS 

john j, hexd 

TIMOTHY J. MALLOY 
MflLUtM M, WESLEY 
LAWRENCE M. ARVIJ 
GREGORY V. VOOLER 
JEAN DUDEX KUELPCN 
HERBERT O- MA*" ill 
ROBERT W. FIE6ELER 
THOMAS J. WIMBtSCUS 
STEVEN J. HAMPTON 
PRISCILLA F. GALLAGHER 
STEPHEN F. SHERRY 
PATRICK J. ARNOLD JR. 
CE0RO2 F. WHEELER 
.JANET M. MCNICHOLAS 
RONALD E. LARSON 
CHRjyrOPHER C WIN BLADE 
COWARD A. MA5 II 
CftCWW C SCHODDC 
EDWARD W. REMUS 



McAndrews, Held & Malloy, Ltd. 
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RICHARD T. NCCAVLLET J« 
MELISSA M. McCAULLEY 
PCTtR J. MCANDREWS 
LEiAND O. HANSEN 
JAMt* M. HAFERTEPE 
JOMATHAN If. SlCH 
CUOlO C PINENTEL 
JAM EC f, MURPHY 
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MICHAEL ». KADTMM 
JAMES R, NUTTAU 
ROBERT a. SURRETTE 

n MOT NT U~ NAUNtY 

JOSEPH M. BAR tCn 

SCOYr p. mcBRiDE 
PATRICIA J. MCGRATM 



34TH FLOOR 
500 WEST MADISON STREET 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60S5I 

TCLCPWOWC; 7 7 5-SOOO 

Facsimile; 775-BIOO 
WWW. M H M LAW.CO M 



October 8, 2004 



tro* a. groctkcr 
gerald c. willis 

JOMM A. WltCltG 
WILMCLM L. RAO 
SANDRA A. FRAMTZT N 
RONALD M, SPVMkCR 
CHRISTOPHER V. CARANI 
RONALD A. DtCERBO 
JENNIFER E» LACROIX 
JOSEPH F. HARDI NO 
JOSEPH M. SUTS6HEH 
SARA J. BARTOS 
JOhN L. ABRAMIC 

michael j. fitzpatrick 
David i_ petty 

MICMAEL Y. CRUZ* 
Ml RUT P. DALAL" 

Christopher n. oeorbe 

MATPHcW A. ANDERSON 

YUFENG MA 

DENNIS H. JASKOVIAK 



DEBORAH A, LAUGMTON 
WILLIAM B. GO NT 
PCM M(S P, NAOKETT 
MEATMCR A, BJELLA 
DAVID R. BETO 
MQP£tON S, WALKER 
SHAWN U PETERSON 
OGNYAN i. BEREMSKJ 
PHIUP H. SHERIDAN 
CHRISTOPHER R. CARROLL 
CHRISTOPHER M. BCkaAFP 
CON5UELO O. ERWIN 
PETER J. PROMMER 
MERLE S. ELLIOTT 
BRIAN C. BIANCO 

OF COUNSEL 
S. JACK 6AUER 

*ApMrrriD to p**cttc* m ^ 
n AMrTTCD TO Pft*ZTtCE ik TV. 



Ms. Jeannette Dido 
Masterfoods USA 
800 High Street 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 

Re: U.S. Patent Application 

"ULTRASONICALLY ACTIVATED CONTINUOUS SLITTER 

APPARATUS AND METHOD" 

Our File No.: 12598US03 

Your Ref. No. : MMM 503 USC2 

Dear Jeanette: 

We are currently awaiting a response to an Office Action in the above-identified case. 
However, as further explained below, the PTO has had some difficulty in finding and docketing 
the case, We are working with the PTO to resolve the problem. 

Specifically, we filed an Amendment in August of 2003, but the PTO subsequently 
misplaced the Amendment. After not receiving a response to our Amendment, we followed up 
with Examiner Bhat in April of 2004. We were infoimed that the Amendment had been 
misplaced and were instructed to rtvfax the amendment. We re-faxed the amendment to the 
Examiner, but still had not received a reply by August of 2004. We again contacted the 
Examiner and proceeded to re-fax all of the previous transmissions, as per the Examiner's 
instructions. 

However, we spoke with the Examiner yesterday and were informed that there was still a 
problem. Specifically, due to the relocation of PTO facilities and the PTO's adoption of the new 
electronic filing system, the record entries with regard to the Amendment require the Examiner to 
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McANDREWS, HELD & MALLOY, UD. 

have access to both the paper copy of the file and the electronic record. However, Examiner Bhal 
has been unable to obtain the paper copy of the application. It turns out that the paper copies of 
the application are no longer stored at the PTO, but are stored off-site at a contractor. However, 
the Examiner is unable to contact the contractor directly and must instead deal with a Legal 
Instrument Examiner (LIE) who in turn may contact the contractor. 

Examiner Bhat directed us to Valerie Reed, the Supervisor for the LIEs for the Art Group. 
Ms. Reed has apparently requested the file from the contactor, but has not yet received it. 
However, Ms. Reed was apologetic with regard to the delay and is now placing our file on a 
"priority list". Additionally, she will contact a special liaison at the contractor to retrieve the file. 
I volunteered to re-transmit any part of the file that they might be missing, but they apparently 
need to have their own internal file in hand. I volunteered to contact the contractor to assist in 
the search, but was informed that they are prohibited from releasing the contact information for 
the contractor. 

Ms. Reed agreed to call me early next week with any further information that she can 
provide. 1 will follow up with her at that time if 1 don't hear from her. 
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call me. 

Very truly yours, i\ 

Joseph M. Barich 

JMB/jlw 

cc: Robert R. Schroeder 
William M. Wesley 
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Law Offices 



GEORGE P. MOAN DREWS 
JOHN J. HELD 
TIMOTHY J. MALlOY 
WILLIAM M. WESLEY 
LAWRENCE M. JARVtS 

Gregory v. vooler 

JEAN DVP« KUCUPftR 
HERBERT tx KANT 111 
ROBERT W. nt*CUN 
THOMAS J- WJMpiacUft 
STEVEN J. HAMPTON 
PRJ5CIUA ftALLAGHER 
STEPHEN f. SHERRY 
RATRIC* J. ARNOLD JR. 
GEORGE F. WKCCLER 
JANET N. MCMICMOLA& 
RONALD E. LARSON 
CHfttSTOPNEH C WlNSiAOC 



GREGORY C. ECMOOOE 
E0WARP w. REMU5 
DONALD J. POCHOPICN 



McAndrews, Held & Malloy, Ltd. 



& KARQN A. HWANG 
DAVID D. NfcAE»*MC* 
ALCJAM&RO MEMCHACA 
KIRK A. VANDER LEE ST 
RICHARD T. McCAULLfiY JR. 
MCU&3A M. McCAULWY 
PSTD? J. MCANDREWS 
UCLAMD G. HANSEN 
JAME5. M. HAFERTEPE 
JONATKAH R. fttCK 
EUGlO C PIMENTEL 

james p. murphy 
dean a. pcuxtier 
michael ». hahun 
James r_ nuttau 

ROBERT A, 5WRRETTE 
TIMOTHY L» HARMCY 
UOftEPH M. RARtCM 
SCOTT P. MC»mo£ 
PATRICIA J. McWATM 

TITUT At frWPTKEN 
GERALD EL WILLIS 



Ms. Jeaimette Dido 
Masterfoods USA 
800 High Street 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 



34th floor 
500 WEST MADISON STREET 
CHICAGO. fLUNOIS 6O66I 

Telephone C3I2> 77S-SOOO 
Facsimile: (3I£) 7 7 5*ete>o 

WWW.HHKLAW.COM 

December 30, 2004 



JO** A- W1BOKS 
W1L HCLM l_ RAO 
SANDRA A, PRAMTZEN 
RONALD M. SPOHLER 
CMNieTO^MEi* V. CARAMI 

RONALD A. PtCKRRO 
JENNiPER E. LACROt* 
JOSEPH f . MAROtHO 
JOSEPH PUTSCH ER 
SANA J. BARTOE 
JOHN L. ABRAMIC 
MiCHAEL J. FP^wrtiieK 
david 2. PETTY 
MICHAEL T. CRUZ 1 
MIRut P. OALAL 
CHRISTOPHER Mi NO>»C 
MATTHEW A. ANDERSON 
VLirCNC MA 
DENNIS H. JASKOVtAK 
DEBORAH A. LAUGH TO X 
WILLIAM S. OONT 
□CM Ml* P. HACKETT 



HOPETOM S. WAUtCR 
SHAWN L> PETERSON 
OfiNTAM 1. SEREMSKt 
PHILIP M. SHERIDAN 
CHRISTOPHER P CARROLL 
CHRISTOPNtft m. SCHARFT 
CON6UEL0 «. tRWIN 
PETE* J. PRONHCR 
MERLE *. ELLIOTT 
BRIAN C SlAMCO 
PAUL W. McANDREWS 
LAURA M* PCRSONICK 
ANDREW B. KARP 
JONATHAN M. RUSH MAN 
JEREMY N. GAYED 
CHRISTOPHER J. BUCHRO 



or COUNSEL 
S. JACK BAUER 



*AAMrrrc0 to «wn^ m &a 



Re: U.S. Patent Application 

"ULTRASONICALLY ACTIVATED CONTINUOUS SLITTER 

APPARATUS AND METHOD" 

Our File No.: I2598US03 

Your Ref. No. : MMM 503 USC2 

Dear Jeannette: 

With regard to the above-identified patent application, further to my letter of October 8, 
2004 (copy enclosed), the PTO mailed us an Office Action on June 19, 2003 and we replied on 
August 21, 2003. In the Office Action, the Examiner asserted two rejections, an obviousness- 
type double patenting rejection and a statutory double patenting rejection. Our reply included a 
terminal disclaimer to obviate the obviousness-type double patenting rejection and we argued 
that the statutory double patenting rejection should be an obviousness-type double patenting 
rejection instead and indicated our willingness to submit a further terminal disclaimer. 

However, on April 13, 2004, the Examiner sent us a notice of incomplete response. 
When we contacted the Examiner, she mentioned that she had lost the case and asked us to re- 
transmit the previous Office Action. We discussed the contents of the Office Action and she 
indicated that sbe would remove the notice of incomplete response. We did not hear from the 
Examiner for a few months, so we followed up with the Examiner in August. Specifically, we 
spoke to the Examiner on August 16, 2004 and she informed us that she had lost our response to 
the Office Action again. We re-transmitted our response of August 21, 2003, as well as an IDS 
that had been filed in the meantime that the Examiner also did not have. 

We have now received a Notice of Abandonment from the PTO. In the Notice of 
Abandonment the Examiner again stated her position that our response to the Office Action of 
August 21, 2003 was non-compliant. Specifically, the Examiner states as her reason that 
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Mcandrews, Held & malloy, l*d. 



Ms. Jeannette Dido 
December 30, 2004 
Page 2 

"Applicant has not amended any of the claims nor has applicant provided any arguments to the 
rejection of June 19, 2003." 

This is simply not true. As mentioned above, the Office Action of August 21 , 2003 was 
fairly straight forward and included only two rejections. The obviousness-type double patenting 
rejection was obviated by the filing of the terminal disclaimer. It would not seem possible that 
the Examiner would have any problem with this process. With regard to the statutory double 
patenting rejection, our response included about two pages of argument why the statutory double 
patenting rejection should be withdrawn in favor of an obviousness-lype double patenting 
rejection. Even if the Ex amin er disagreed with our position concerning the statutory double 
patenting rejection, the proper course of action would have been for the Examiner to send us a 
second Office Action countering our arguments and re-asserting the statutory double patenting 
rejection. The Examiner's statement that we have not provided any arguments is simply not true. 

We are attempting to contact the Examiner in this regard and if we are unable to achieve a 
satisfactory resolution, we will contact the Examiner's supervisor. However, because the 
Examiner has now issued an official Notice of Abandonment, the case maybe out of the 
Examiner's hands and we may have to file the appropriate Petition with the PTO's Office Of 
Petitions. 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call me. 




Joseph M. Barich 



JMB/jlw 



cc: 



William M. Wesley 
Jonathan M. Rushman 
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Re: U.S , Patent Application 

"ULTRASONICALLY ACTIVATED CONTINUOUS SLITTER 
APPARATUS AND METHOD" 
Our File No.: 1388 - 12598US03 
YourRef.No.: MMM503USC2 



Dear Jearinette: 



I received a phone call last week from the Examiner with regard to the above- 
identified application, You may recall that we had previously filed a response in the 
application that was misplaced by the PTO. When we re-sent the response to the 
Examiner's attention, the re-sent response was also apparently misplaced and the 
Examiner erroneously abandoned the application. The Examiner has now apparently 
found one of our previous filings and is re-considering the previous abandonment. We 
will keep you informed of the status of the application as we hear from the Examiner. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 




JMB/jlw 



cc: Ms. Lisa Swan son 
William M. Wesley 
James H. Williams 
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